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Winner of the National Book AwardThe publication of this extraordinary volume firmly established

Flannery O'Connor's monumental contribution to American fiction. There are thirty-one stories here

in all, including twelve that do not appear in the only two story collections O'Connor put together in

her short lifetime--Everything That Rises Must Converge and A Good Man Is Hard to Find.

O'Connor published her first story, "The Geranium," in 1946, while she was working on her master's

degree at the University of Iowa. Arranged chronologically, this collection shows that her last story,

"Judgement Day"--sent to her publisher shortly before her deathâ€•is a brilliantly rewritten and

transfigured version of "The Geranium." Taken together, these stories reveal a lively, penetrating

talent that has given us some of the most powerful and disturbing fiction of the twentieth century.

Also included is an introduction by O'Connor's longtime editor and friend, Robert Giroux.
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"Grace changes us, and change is painful."O'Connor, a delicate Southern Catholic who lived a third

of her life ravaged by lupus, was certainly acquainted with pain. Her stories reveal this much. Many

readers and reviewers may wonder if she doesn't take a bit of artistic license with her definition of

"grace," though. Considering her religious ideologies (which aren't hard to figure out, even after

reading just one of these deliciously dark little tales), her unsubtle brutality isn't so unexpected. Look

God directly in the face, the Bible says, and it completely and utterly destroys you.It's safe to say

that even if her characters don't always get an unobstructed view of their Creator, they all at least



catch a glimpse. O'Connor is not shy about her beliefs, and in fact, her unswerving social

sensibilities are part of what make her writing so delectable. Read closely, because every single

detail is important and potent. And just like the Bible she adheres to so fervently, the endings to her

stories are forecasted unapologetically by every word that comes before them.This in no way ruins

the power of those conclusions. Read a hundred interviews with a hundred writers, and I guarantee

you that many of them will mention, as inspiration, "A Good Man Is Hard To Find." Sit down for

twenty minutes with the hilarious and heart-breaking "River," and ask yourself if your foreknowledge

didn't rob the final lines of their shuddering ferocity. Visit "A Displaced Person," meet "Enoch and

the Gorilla," stay for awhile with "Greenleaf," and take a good long look at "A View of the Woods.
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